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The effects that pornography have on men’s attitudes foward women remains an ssue of contention. Most previous re-
searchers who have examined the relationship between pornography and attitudes toward women have used experi-
mental studies or aggregate studies. Instead, I examined a sample of men who volurdarily viewed sexually explicit
videos of their choosing in a non-experimental setting. I examined the relationship between these men’s renting of porno-
graphic videos and their attitudes toward feminism and rape. More specifically, the purpose of this research was to de-
termine whether men who rented more X-rated videos displayed more negative attitudes toward feminism and if they
were more [kely to condone violence toward women than were men who rented fewer X-rated videos. In this article, I
used cross tabulation to compare 194 men who rented X-rated videos of their choosing from a single pornography es-
tablishment in a large metropolitan county during 1988. The men were compared on their attitudes concerning the
Equal Rights Amendment, a law aguinst marital rape, and punishment for date rape and marital rape. No correlations
were found between the number of videos « man had rented and his attitudes toward feminism and rape. These find-
ings suggest that colloused attitudes toward women meay not be generated by sexually explicit videos but are more deeply

ingreined in our soctety.

he availability of pomography and
the effects it may have on the pub-
lic, nen in particular, continues to he
controversial. Anti-pernography fem-
inigts argue that pornography teaches
men to despise women. Through por-
nography, these feminists believe, men
learn that women are to he abhorred,
seer. as less human than themselves,
and used. Robin Morgan (1980, p. 128)
asgerted that “pernography is the theo-
ry; rape is the practice.” Andrea Dwor-
kin and others believe that pornography
trivializes rape (Everywoman, 1988)
and makes men “increasingly callous to
cruehty, to infliction of pain, to violence
against persens, to abuse of women”
(Dworkdn, 1988, p. 205). FPornography
and men’s attitudes about violence and
women are clearly linked, according to
anti-pornography feminists. Yet, empir-
ical research on the possible effects of
pornography remains contradictory:
The purpose of my research was to
explove the relationship between men’s
viewing of sexually explicit videos and
their attitudes toward feminism and
rape. This work is different from much
previous experimental and aggregate
research in that I examined a sample
of men who rented sexually explicit
videos of their choosing.
For the mest part, two methodologi-
cal approaches have been used in social

science research to explore the links
between exposure to pornography and
aggressive attitudes and actions to-
ward women (Baron, 1990; Childress,
1991; also see Davis & Bauserman,
1993, for a more inclusive literature
review). First, researchers have used
aggregate studies to examine the rela-
tionship between the availability of
pornography and officially reported
rape rates within particular geograph-
ic areas. Second, in experiments, men
have been exposed to pornography in a
laboratory setting and then either
given the opportunity to aggress
against a female confederate or given
questionnaires intended to measure
attitudes toward women and rape. The
findings of these aggregate and experi-
mental studies are mixed, and the lim-
itations of these types of research are
many.

During the 1960s, pornography was
decriminalized in Denmark, and its
production and sales increased. This
situation allowed researchers to com-
pare reported rates of sex crimes be-
fore and after decriminalizatien. Both
Rutchingky (1973) and Ben-Veniste
(1971) reported a significant decrease
in reported sex crimes, including rape,
during the years in which widespread
dissemination of pornography in-
creased in Copenhagen, Denmark.
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This finding leads to the belief that
pornography may actually lead to a
decrease in the number of sex crimes
rather than to an increase in calloused
behavior toward women (Ben-Veniste,
1971; Kutchinsky, 1973). On the other
hand, Court (1984) argued that, al-
though the number of sex crimes over-
all may have deecreased in Denmark
after the decriminalization of pornog-
raphy, rape actually increased. Yet,
Danish crime experts argued that this
increase in rape reports was not a re-
sult of a greater tolerance of rape but a
“greater willingness to report rape be-
cause of increased public awareness”

This article stems from a Master’s thesis
completed in August 1990 in sociology at The
Ohio State University under the direction of
Joseph E, Scott. An earlier version of this ar-
ticle was presented at the November 1992
American Society of Criminology Meeting in
New Orleans.
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I thank Rita Benson, Carla Corrote, Ruth D.
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{Donnerstein, Linz, & DPenrod, 16873
(verall, the Denmark experience 1s in-
conclusive and may not be generaliz-
able to the U.S. because of differences
in cultural norms.

Others have compared the con-
sumption of pornography with rape
rates in different geographic areas.
Both Baron and Straus (1984) and
Scott and Schwalm (1988b) compared
the circulation rates of sex-oriented
magazines and rape rates for each
state in the U.S. Findings in both
studies supported anti-pornography
ferninists’ claims about the connee-
tion between pornography and rape.
Both Baron and Straus (1984) and
Scott and Schwalm (1988b) found
that circulation rates of sexually ox-
plicit magazines and rape rates were
positively correlated. On the other
hand, Scott and Schwalm (1988a)
compared the numbers of adult the-
aters with rape rates in 41 areas of
the U.S. (either individual states or 2
states together) and found that the
relationship between rape rates and
adult theater rates was nonsignifi-
cant. Similarly, Gentry (1991) cssen-
tially replicated the rescarch of Scott
and Schwalm (1988b) and Baron and
Straus (1984) but used standard met-
ropolitan statistical arveas (cities and
the surrounding metropolitan areas)
as her units of analyses, resulting in
the finding of no relationship hetween
the circulation of sexually-oriented
magazines and rape rates. Further-
more, Baron (1990) compared gender
equality (measured with an index re-
flecting the status of women relative
to men in politics, economics, and
legal rights) and pornography circula-
tion rates in states and found that
gender equality and pornography
were positively correlated.

The findings of Baron and Straus
(1984) and Scott and Schwalm (1988a)
suggest that pornography may be
harmful to women. However the re-
search by Baron (1990), Scoit and
Schwalm (1988a), and Gentry (1991)
indicates that, on a macro level, claims
about, pornegraphy’s harm to women
are not certain. In fact, Baron’s find
ings suggest that gender equality is
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greater where pernography Is more
prevalent, suggesting nerhaps that
libera!l attitudes about portrsvals of
sex extend to liberal ideas abonr gen-
der equality. Furthermore, although
some aggregate studies suggest a rela
tionship between vornography and
rape, it is not clear that those mon who
view pornography arc the same men
who are commitling rapes.

In most studies of pornogrvaphiy sin
1970, vesearchers have used an exponi-
menikal approach (Childress, 1991) Re-
searchers have not directly studied the
ik between pornography and sexual
offenses. Rathor, researchers have at-
tempted to look at the relationship be-
tween pornography and agzression or
the relationship between pornography
and altitudes toward women.

Zilimann and Pryants research
(1982, 1984 is supportive of the arge-
meat that pornography is detrimental
to womein. These researchers exposed
both women and men undergraduate
studeiits to sexually explicit {what Zill-
mann and Bryant callad “erotic,” 19841
filns for six weeks to assess the effects
of “massive” exposure to purnography
oni perceptions and attitudes about
woitien and rape. These experimenters
found that the men (and women) ex
posed to massive doses of pormoegraphy
{parts of 36 orotic Alms viewed for 4
hours, 48 minutes m 6 weeks) hecame
legs supportive of statements about
sexual equality and becanmie more le-
nient in assigning punishroent to a
rapist whose crime was described in a
newspaper account than did men and
women in conlrol groups with less
{parts of 18 erotic films viewsd for 2
hours, 20 minutes in 6 woeks) or vio 2x-
posure to pormvgraphy (Zillmann &
Bryant, 1982).

Linz, Donnerstein, and Fenvod
(1288} expesed male college students
to nonerotic violent flms and nonvic-
lent erotic {ilms and failed to support
Zillmann and Bryant's (1982, 1984}
findings that sexualiy explicit films
negatively affect beliefs and attitudes
about women. Instead. Linz et al
(1288) found that participants exposed
to R-rated film viclence against
women showed a tendency to be less

gymmipathetic w0 4 vape victim when
comparad with control gioups, inelud
ing these exncsed to nonviolent eretic
fifmns. In other words. 1.nz et al (1988)
foroud thiat violent nonsexual depic
tions were move Likely o lead to cal-
loused attitudes toward Tape victims
than sexual or pornographic depic-
tions.

Although esxperimental rescarchers
avemnpt to avold the difficulties in-
volved with agerogate studies, the
problems of experiments focusing on
porniography’s possible connection 1o
violence against women are well
known (Childrese, 1991; Fisher & Gre-
nier, 1994, {[For a eritique of Zillmann
and Bryvant’s experimental work, see
Bramgan (1987, Christensen (1G86),
and Zilimann and Bryants replies
(Zilbvannm & B:‘yant 1986, 1987}
Childress (1991) tncluded the follow-
ing possible linniing factors of experi-

ments:

1 the unreal nature of lab violenzs
2 lack of real punishreril or social
control

Cnhibitions  while
ad or wierviewed
of willing college stu-
s as the norm

heing o
4. the

de:
5. an expevimenter desnand eflect
6. publication of stud mainly if

they have positiv ults
. lack of precise definitions of vio-
lenze and aggression
8. thoe sthical mability to produce
real violence

[Mee Childress (1921 for a de
tailed digcuscizg of these vrobiers
and Berkowitz and Dennerstein
(1982) for a discussion of the artifi-
ciality of labovatory experiments. |

Ahandfut of ressarchers (Boeringoer,
1904; Gareiz, 1986; FPadgett, Brislin-
Slatz, & Neal, 1889; have avoided
gome conceina expressad aboul experi-
mental regearch, such as the artifical-
ity of exposing participants to sexual
material i a lab. (Also gee Malamiuith
& Checlk, 1681, and Weisz & Earls,
1995, for an examination of the effocts
of expusure o non-X-rated films in a
non-experimental setting

Garcia (1988 cmuloyed auestion-
naires to determine male undergradu
ales’ previous experience with sexually
axplicit material and their attitudes to-




ward women and rape. In agreement
with Zillmann and Bryants findings
{1982, 1984} Garaa found that those
mosl expesed to coercive sexual mater-
ial held more traditional attitudes to-
ward women and helieved rapists
should not be severely punished. How-
aver, those expesed to mostly nonvio-
lent pornography believed that rape 1s
an act of power, not sex, which is a con-
tention of feminists, Andings that are
mare: n agreement with the work of
Linz ¢t al. (1888).

Boeringer (1994} alse asked col-
lege men about their exposure o
pornegraphy using guestions abeut
his vespondents’ involvement in sex-
ually coercive behavior and propern-
gity to commit rape as dependent
variables. Boeringer’s findings were
in line with Linz et al. (1988} in that
he found that the strongest corre-
lates of sexual coercion were expo-
sure to violent pornography and
pornography depicting rape. Howev-
er, Beeringer’s (1994) findings may
at the same time support Zillmann
and Brvant’s (1982, 1984) findings.
Boeringer {1894, p. 298} found that
reported exposure to nilder materi-
alz found 1w “soft-core pornography”
was positively related o “ccercive
verbal behavior and the hypothetical
likelihood of using sexnal force.”

Unlike Garcia (1986}, Becringer
(1994}, and other experimental re-
searchers, Padgett ¢t al. (1882} did
not limiit thelr investigation to college
students, Rather, they coropared col-
lege students who they exposed to
erotic matertals with 21 male patrons
of an “adult” movie theater who com-
pleted questionnaires about experi-
ence with pornography and attitudes
toward women. Although the “adult
patren” group had more experience
with sexually explicit material, they
held more favorable attitudes toward
women than did the cellege students.
Again, these findings are counter to
Zillmann's and Bryant’s (1982, 1984)
laboratory findings. However, they
must be viewed with cantion, as there
were only 21 adult patrons, and they
voluntarily completed a questionnaire

displayed at the “adult” movie the-

Voluntary Expoesure

ater, which they may have answered
in ways that would appear favorable
for pornography.

The research findings thus far are
conflicting. Moreover, little is known
about the relationship between vol-
untary X-rated video viewing and at-
titudes ahout rape and feminism.
Researchers such as Garcia (1986} and
Boeringer (1984), who studied the re-
lationship of pornography and atti-
tudes toward women among those
who view gsexually explicit materials
on their own, have been limited by
the use of college students as the
samole. Padgett et al’s (1989) study
was lmited by their small non-col-
lege sample who volunteered to com-
plete a survey inside an “adull” theater.

In this study, I move beyond some of

these limitations by examining a
random sample of men who voluntar-
ily viewed sexually explicit material.
Thus, this work adds to the litera-
ture to investigate the relationship
betwaen sexually explicit material
and attitudes about women.

Methods

1 used data collected by a research
firtn to explore the relationship be-
tween viewing of sexually explicit ma-
teriz]l and attitudes about rape and
ferninism. Using guestions similar to
thosz used by Zillmann and Bryant
{1982}, I tested hypotheses about rape
attitudes and attitudes about femi-
nism and the equality of women as re-
lated to the number of sexually
explicit videos rented by men.

Tne data were collected in a large
Southern metropolitan county that
Lad a population of 450,800 in 1986
{U.S. Bureau of Census, 1938). Orig-
mally, the data were collected as
part of a court case about obscenity.
Although the data were collected at
the request of attorneys represent-
ing an establishment that rented
and sold sexually explicit materials,
the collection of data was overscen
by a market research firm.

Participants

Two hundred twe persons who had
rented X-rated videcs during 1988
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Table 1

Frequeney Disiribution of ihe Number of
Videos Rented by Men in 12 Months

X-rated

Videos

Rented Frequency Pereent
1 29 14.9%
2 58 29.9%
3 or more 107 55.2%:
Total 194 100%:

were surveyed between January 26
and February 17, 1989. Although both
men and women completed surveys,
only eight women in the sample of
renters had rented X-rated videos
the past year, As a result of the low
number of women renters in the sur-
vey, and because feminists often argue
that exposure to pornography affects
men’s attitudes about women, the data
were reduced to a sample of 194 men
for the renter population (see Table 1).
Although it cannot be determined if
those surveved are a representative
sample of the establishment’s renter
population in 1988, it is at least repre-
sentative of the county in terms of race.
In 1986, this metropolitan county’s
population was 72.19% White and
26.52% Black (U.S. Bureau of Census,
1988). Similarly, 70.1% (136} of the
male respondents were White, 25.3%
{49) were Black, and 2% (4) were other
{2.6% or 5 did not give answers for the
race question).

Measures

The primary independent vari-
able for this analysis was the num-
ber of X-rated videos an individual
had rented in 1988 from one of two
“adult” establishments that rented
and sold X-rated videos in a large
metropolitan county in the southern
United States. The number of X-
rated videos rented was recorded for
each respondent at the time the data
set was created. Table 1 presents a
frequency distribution of the number
of X-rated videos that the men rent-
ed in 1988. The numbers of videos
rented ranged from 1 to 59 (mean =
5.72, standard deviation, 7.58; medi-
an number of videos rented = 3, and
the modal number = 2). I divided the
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renters into those who had rented
one video, those who had rented {wao
videos, and these who had rented
three or more videos in 1988, Users
were broken into these categories be-
cause they are somewhat equal
groupings. Further, someone who
rented three or more videos was de-
fined as a regular user and thus was
expected to be more affected or influ-
enced by the videos than someone
who had only rented one or two in a
single year. Additionally, Eysenck
(1984} argued that people make
their way to more hard-core pornog-
raphy as they rent more. Thus, al-
though I did not know which videos
each respondent rented, those who
rented larger nurnbers of videos may
have rented more viclent videos
than those who rented fewer videos.
Last, the same results were found if
the men were split into 1, 2, 3, 4-60,
and other combinations.

Dependent variables for this analy-
sis were obtained through four ques-
tions. First, T used the following
question as to whether the Constitu-
tion should be amended to include the
Equal Rights Amendment: “There has
been considerable discussion about
amending the U.S. Constitution with
an Equal Rights Amendment. What
about you? Do you favor or oppose an
Equal Rights Amendment?” This ques-
tion reflects participants’ support or
lack of support for feminism.

The second question I used asked
whether a law against marital rape
should be passed: “Do you faver or op-
pose having a law in (State) that would
permit a wife to accuse her hushand of
rape?” This question reflects respon-
dents’ attitudes about the individuali-
ty of women as well as exposing
general attitudes toward rape. Last, 1
used two similar guestions about the
punishment, if any, a man who has
commitied date rape or marital rape
should receive:

There has heen a considerable

amount of discussion in the mass

media about “marital rape,” which

is when a man, with the use of

physical force or threat of force,
has sexual relations with his wife.
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Some people feel this is a serious
crime while others feel this should
not be considered a crime. What
about you? Which of the following
statements comes closest to your
opinion about what, if anything,
should happen to a man who with
the use of such force has sexual re-
lations with his wife?

1 He should gerve a long term, 10
years or more, in prison.

2 He should serve a short term, at
least 1 or 2 years in prison.

3 He should serve a few months
in a local jail.

4 He ghould be required to have
counseling and do community
service work.

5 This should not he treated as a
crime, but should be grounds for
divorce,

6 Do nothing—tihis is a private

issue hetween a husband and a

wife.

Bon’t know/mo answer.

~1

There has been a considerable
amount of discussion in the mass
media about “date rape.” which is
when a man, with the use of phys-
ical force or threat of force, has sex-
ual relations with his date. Scme
people feel this is a serious erime
while others feel this should not be
considered a crime. What about
yvou? Which of the following state-
ments comes closest to your opin-
ion about what, if anything, should
happen to a man who with the use
of such force has sexual relations
with his date?

14  Same as first four responses
above.

5 Thas should not be treated as
a erime, but the woman
should be able to sue him.

6 Do nothing---this is a private
issue between a man and his
date.

7 Don’t know/no answer.

Ag with Zillmann and Bryant’s (1984)
study, a longer period of incarceration
represents disapproval for these types
of rape. Sexual callousness toward
women is expected to be expressed in
no punishment or less severe punish-
ment for the rapists.

The questionnaire used for this re-
search was designed to help secure
completion. It contained 30 questions.
Except for the final three questions
about date and marital rape, the ques-

tionnaire was originaily designed snd
previcusly used to measure communi-
ty obscenity standards. Questions
about the media and the community’s
acceptance of nudity and sexual activ-
ities in movies and magazines were in-
cluded in addition to the four
questions used in my analysis. The
first questiors were genera! media
questions such as whether a person
subscribed to a newspaper and if his or
her television was connected to cable.
Then, the Equal Rights Amendment
question was ingluded along with
guestions about a person’s religious
and political conservatismy/liberalism
Next. questions about community
standards of obscenity wers included,
followed by commeon demographic
questions such as the respendeni’s age
and educational level. Finally, the last
three questions asked were the mari-
tal and date rape questions that [ used
in my analysis.

Procedure

One of two establishments in the
county that vented sexually explicit
materials in 1988 granted access to the
store’s 1988 videe rental records. These
recerds contained names of 1.064
renters, thetr phone numbers, and the
number of X-rzted videos that they
had rented from this establishmeit in
1988, trom these records a list of all
1,064 persoos and their pheone num-
bers was constiructed. Numbers of X-
rated videos rented was not recorded
on the phone list. Instead. each persg
was assigned an ancnymous code 20
that the nurmber of videos that each re-
spondent had rented during 1988 could
be recorded when creating the data file
for completed surveys.

The phone list was given to a mar-
ket research firm that was hired to
complete 200 surveys with respon-
dents residing in the county in which
the court case was taking place. The
research firm employed 10 interview-
ers (mean age 53.1 years), with an av-
erage of B.1 years of experience to
phone the respondents and comgplete
the survevs over the telephone.

In training interviewers, great care
was taken to avoid bias so that the



data would be accepted in court. In-
terviewers were not told details about
the court case or that the data were
being collected at the request of de-
fense attorneys. Further, the inter-
viewers were instructed not to speculate
about the reasons for the data being
collected. They were simply to read
the survey gquestions to the respon-
dents and direct any questicns about
the purpose of the survey to the social
scientist who oversaw data collection.

The research firm personnel told
the interviewers that the sample was
randomly generated; they were not
told that the names were ohtained
from a video-rental establishment. In-
terviewers, howsver, were instructed
to record a respondent’s code on sur-
veys as they interviewed that person.

Upon completion of training, inter-
viewers dialed the numbers listed on
individual calling records and read
the following statement:

Hello, my name is (nafervicwer’s
name) with (research firm). Let me
agsure you that we are not selling
anything but rather interviewing a
sample of adults concerning a variety
of current igsues. To make this sur-
vey scientific, I need to speak with
(sampled video-renter’s name from
the phone list). Is (he or she) home?

If the person they asked for was not
at home, they noted that and at-
tempted the call later. 1f the person
was there but had not answered the
phorie, the interviewer repeated the
opering statement when the re-
quested person came to the phone.
After the intended respondent was
on the phone, he or she was told that
the survey would only take a few min-
utes and that the answers would re-
main confidential and anenymous. A
guestion as to which state and county
he or she lived in was used as a
screening question. If a person did not
live in the southern county where the
court case was taking place, the inter-
view was terminated at that time, and
the respondent was exchaded from the
sample. One hundred forty-five (21%
of 689) were excluded in this way.
Care was taken so that the respon-
dents remained anonymous and their
answers remained confidential, as

Voluntary Exposure

promiged. Respondents’ names were
not recorded on the surveys. Only the
first three digits of the respondent's
phons nmumber and his or her assigned
identification number were recorded on
the completed surveys to ensure that
the respondent and the numbers of
videos rented were correctly matched.
Respondent identification number lists
were carefully locked away separately
from the surveys to ensure confiden-
tiality and anonymity.

Cf the 1,064 numbers provided by
the porriography outlet, 184 were non-
working, 35 went to business or gov-
ermment offices, 53 were out of the area
code, and 103 were never contacted. Of
the 689 (65% of 1,064) remaining num-
bers, 145 (21%) respondents were not
eligible to respond because they lived
outside of the county of interest. One
hundred fourteen (16.5%) refused to
answer the survey, and six (.99%) termi-
nated the interview before completing
the survey. Two hundred two (29.3%)
comgleted the telephone survey. Upon
comgletion of the 202 interviews, no
other attemgpts to complete additional
surveys were made, because 200 com-
pletions was the number that the re-
searchers wanted for the court case.

Twenty-six or 12.9% of the 202 re-
spondents who completed the survey
(22% of those who had originally re-
fused to answer the survey) agreed fo
answer the survey on a subsequent
call. This refusal-conversion popula-
tion did not differ significantly by age,
education, race, income, marital sta-
tus, political party, or any dependent
variables from those who completed
the survev. This suggests that those
who refused may not have differed in
a significant way from those who com-
pleted surveys.

Results

Tabular analysis was used to exam-
ine the relationship between renting
X-rated videctapes and attitudes about
rape and the Equal Rights Amendment.
Chi-square was calculated to determine
whether thers were statigtically signifi-
cant differences between those who
rented ane video or two videos and those
who rented three or more videos.
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Because the numbers of X-rated
videos rented did not vary significant-
ly for any demegraphic variables (age,
education in years, income, marital
status, and political party), one can be
more certain that the results from a
cross-tabulation measure effects of
renting sexually explicit videos rather
than these demographic variables. If
a respondent refused to answer the
question of interest, he was not in-
cluded in that particular analysis,

First, I performed a cross tabulation
of men who rented different numbers of
sexually explicit videos and their opin-
1ons on whether a law against marital
rape should be passed. In constrast to
Zillmann and Bryant (1984) and what
is expected based on anti-pornography
ferminists’ beliefs about pornography,
these results suggested that there was
no significant difference between those
who rented one, two, and three or more
X-rated videos during 1988. Of the 177
men who answered this question, only
53.8% of those who had rented one ex-
plicit video favored a marital rape law,
whereas at least 70% of those who had
seen two, three, or more Xrated videos
did so.

There were also no significant dif-
ferences between those who rented
one, two, and three or more X-rated
videos with regard to opinions on what
punishment one deserves for marital
rape. The responses were varied.
About half of the men (79 of 184 who
answered, or 47%) reported that they
helieved that a man who forces his wife
to have sexual relations should spend
one or more years in prison. Forty-six
percent {12) of the single renters,
43.6% (20) of these who rented 2 videos
and 52.4% (47) of those who rented
more than 2 videos favored a year or
more punishment for a man convicted
of raping his wife. Approximately 58%
(15) of those who rented 1 video, 43.6%
(24) of those who rented 2 videns, and
52.4% (53) of those who rented 3 or
more videos believed that marital rape
deserved some length of incarceration.
Likewise, there were no significant dif-
ferences found when punishment cate-
gories were divided by those who were
in favor of serving some time incarcer-
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ated versus no time incarcerated or
when the punishments were divided
into the categories of incarceration,
counseling or grounds for divorce, and
nothing. Of those who rented 1 video,
23% felt that a man who rapes his wife
should receive counseling, 3.8% (1) be-
lieved marital rape was grounds for di-
vorce, and 15.3%, or 4, thought that
nothing should be done to the husband.
Thirteen (23.6%) of those who rented 2
videos believed that the man should be
counseled, 13 believed that marital
rape was grounds for divorce, and 5, or
9.1%, believed that nothing should be
done, Finally, 25.2% (26) of those who
rented 3 or more videos believed that a
man who raped his wife should receive
counseling, 14.6% (15) thought it was
grounds for divorce, and 7.8% {8; be-
lieved that there should be no punish-
ment.

Similarly, the number of videos rent-
ed did not result in significantly differ-
ent, opinions on assigning punishment
for date rape. However, date rape ap-
pears to be seen as more sericus than
marital rape, with 84 of the 186 re-
spondents (45%) calling for 10 years in
prison and 140 of the 186 respondents
{75%) saying that date rape should he
punished with 1 year or more of incar-
ceration. Of those who rented 1 video,
35.7% believed that the punishment for
date rape should be 10 years, 32.1% felt
it should be 1-2 years, 10.7% answered
1-2 months, 10.7% thoughi the punish-
ment should be counseling, 3.7%
thought the wvictitn should be able to
sue, and 7.1% thought that nothing
should be done. Approximately 49% of
those who rented 2 videos thought that
the punishment for date rape should be
10 years, 23.6% felt it should be 1-2
vears, 10.9% said 1-2 months, 12.7% se-
lected counseling, 3.6% said counseling,
and 0 thought that the punishment for
date rape should be nothing. Of those
renting 3 or more videos, 45.6% re-
sponded that the punishment for date
rape should be 10 vears, 33% said 1-2
years, 2.9% felt 1-2 months was suffi-
cient, 12.6% responded that the pun-
ishment for date rape should be
counseling, and 5.8% said that the vic-
tim should be permitted to sue.

Copyright © 2001. All Rights Reseved.

Davies

Last, men who have vicwed one,
two, or three or more X-rated videos
arc not significactly different from
one another in their support or oppe-
sition for the ERA. Unlike Zillmann
and Bryant (1982, 1984} who found
less support for femimism among
those exposed te sexually explicit
videos, only 18.2% of those who had
rented 3 or more videos were opposed
to the Equal Rights Amendment, sug-
gesting that viewing pornography in a
non-laboratory setting is not related
to negative attitudes toward women
and/or feminism. The percentage op-
posed in other categories is similar,
with 18.5% of those whe had rented 1
Krated video in 1988 opposed and
25% of those who had rented 2 op-
posed to the Equal Rights Amend-
ment. At least 76% of all X-rated film
renters favored the Equal Rights
Amendment.

Discussion

The purpose of this research was to
examine the effects of viewing sexunal-
1y explicit materials on men's artitudes
toward feminism and rape. Atiitndes
about rape and feminisin of a sample
of 194 men who were known to have
rented sexually explicit videos during
1988 were compared by numbers of
K-rated videos rented.

The: qumber of X-rated self-chosen
videos rented by these men during
1988 was not significantly related to
their support for the Egqual Rights
Amendment, a law against maiital
rape, or opinions on punishment for
marital and date rape. Those who
rented more pornographic videns did
not differ from those renting fewer
videog. These findings suggest that
greater exposure to pornography did
not. result in more negalive spinions
toward feminism or to a greater ac-
ceptance of marital or date rape. Men
who voluntarily rent greater numbers
of sexually explicit videos of their
choosing in a non-experimental set-
ting do not appear any more hikely to
have negative attitudes toward fermi-
nism or condone violerice against
women than those who rent fewer X-
rated videos.

Of those mien whe reated Xorated
videns in 1988, 79.7% favorad the
Eqgual Bights Amendment, 68.9% fa-
vored a suarital rape law, 81 7% be-
lieved that a wian who is found guilty
of date rape should be incarcerated
(defined as serving gy Jail or prison
timej, and 58.9% helieved that 2 man
found guilty of marital rape shonald be
incarcerated. Men who view zexually
explicit videos of their choosing are
not necessarily likely to have naga-
tive attitudes toward feminizm or
condone violenee toward women.

These findinigs are contrary to those
in many previous studies, such as
those by Zillmann and Brvant (1982,
1984, in which exposure to sexually
explicit videos was found to be corrve-
lated with calloused atiitudes toward
women. My rezearch suggesis that
pornographic videas may not have the
effects on men that anti-pormography
fernimists have previously argued. In-
stead, 1t sugpesis that calloused atti-
tudes toward women are riot generatod
by sexually explicit videos but arisc
elsewhere 1n our society. Furthermore,
the results of this resmearch indicate
that experimental studics may not. as
has beei suggested. be a valid repre-
sentation of what occurs ocutside of an
experimental laboratory when tien
view sexually explicit videos of thair
choosing (Evsenck, 1984).

Cverall, this research mtroduces ai
aiternative approach for exploring ve-
lationships bevween sexually explicit
materials and men’s attitudes toward
wommen. However, this research has
gsome Hmitations, ncluding willing-
ness of store owners to make records
available. as they might not de. Also,
in this research, 1 assumed that those
who rented the videos and participat-
ed in this swvey actually vigwed the
videos they rerted. Similarly, it cannct
be ascertainad as to how representa-
tive these men are with vegard to men
who rent sexually explicit videos in
othier places. Additionally, iy this
study I reported orily the number of
videos renied at this video store. 1 do
not know if these men rented videos
from the other video stors in the coun-
ty that rented X-vated videos or if they



purchased X-rated material from
other outlets. Furthermore, T did not
know which X-rated videos these men
rented, and thus it is not known if
these men rented violent or nonviclent
X-rated videos. Although this study
and surveys of college respondents are
a beginning, mwore data collected from
general populations of individuals who
voluntarily view sexually explicit ma-
terials would be helpful in exploring
the connection between sexually ex-
plicit material and men’s attitudes to-
ward women and rape. Further
research should include methods such
as those used here, with data from &if-
fereni areas of the country and studies
that include types of videos rented.
Ultimately, however, if the goal is
to explain negative attitudes and ac-
tions directed ai womeri in our society,
clozer examination of male dominance
and the power structure of our society
mayv be needed instead of a narrow
focus on how pornography affects
men. More important. questions need
to be asked: How can it be that violent
material showing women bruised,
battered, and beaten are created with
the intention of arcusing men? Why

are the obvious physical sufferings of

certain individuals portraved in some
pornegraphy arousing to other indi-
viduals in gur society? It seems that
violent depictions of women as por-
trayed in some pornography are not
generating violent actions against
women but are g symptom of a
greater underiying prohlem.
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